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DESCRIPTION:

EXAMPLE OF GOOD PRACTICE

ALLIES (BONDGENOTEN)

AVAILABLE LANGUAGES:
Dutch
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[ Training / Learning Material
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ALLIES is an approach developed by the R T T oE "
Dutch Police to build trust between the L jdens het et
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Socio / Cultural
] Other

i P

municipality and the local communities meet five times a year. The representatives from the community
are not professionals, but mainly citizens that are active within their local community. The participants have
dinner together, discuss topics related to local security, such as radicalization, polarization, nuisance, and
poverty, and agree on concrete actions to be taken together.

In order to build trust, the following lessons can be drawn from the ‘allies’ approach:

e Build personal relationships by having dinner together at the local police station or municipality.
Having dinner helps to create an informal atmosphere and is also a way to thank the representatives
of the local communities for their time and efforts.

e Exchange phone numbers and create for instance a WhatsApp group to stimulate contact between

the different ‘allies’

e Be clear about the expectations of an ‘ally’: it requires commitment.
e Most importantly: have personal contact not only in time of turmoil, but also in times of peace.

This project has been funded with support from the European Commission. This communication reflects the views only of the author, and
the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein.
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